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KCEN Congratulates Student Kelsey Simpson! 

While the SBMEF has been awarding grants 
and scholarships to women for more than 50 
years, this is the first SBMEF scholarship of 
its kind to be awarded by our KC Express 
Network. 
 
Ms. Kelsey Simpson is a senior at the 
University of Kansas studying Biochemistry 
with the intention of becoming a medical 
physician. Here are excerpts from her letters 
of recommendation. 
 
Kelsey volunteered at Children’s Mercy South 
from November 2009 to July 2010 on the 
inpatient units for a total of 60 hours.  Her 
enthusiasm and dedication have helped create 
an inviting, consistent, and therapeutic 
environment for the patients and families at the 
hospital.  Kelsey’s responsibilities included 
providing normalization and socialization to a 
diverse population, assisting in maintaining a 
safe and therapeutic environment, helping to 
transport patients within the hospital, and 
maintaining confidentiality for the protection of 
our staff, volunteers, and patients.  Kelsey 
excelled at her role as a volunteer.  Her 
reliability, willingness, and devotion are just a 
few of the many qualities that made her a 
valuable asset to Children’s Mercy South. - 
Jenna B. Macek 
 
Throughout the time I’ve known her; I have been 
quite impressed with her determination to 

manage her time, her courage to maximize her 
strengths, and to overcome any weaknesses. 
Her character is to persevere with deeply, 
impassioned resolve to do her best, no matter 
how lowly or how great the job. I was also 
amazed at how she could think outside of her 
own opinions. She can hear what others are 
saying that may be completely different from her 
ideas; consider and evaluate what is being said, 
and be respectful and kind if those thoughts are 
different from her own. She is not easily 
impressionable and is secure inside because 
she knows herself. She has established her 
values of compassion and caring for others 
based on her life’s experience and a Power 
outside of herself. This unique ability has given 
her boldness.- Peggy A. Blumhagen 
 
I met Kelsey in April 2008 when she interviewed 
for an officer position with the National Society 
of Collegiate Scholars (NSCS) at the University 
of Kansas (KU).  NSCS is an honor society for 
students who have demonstrated above 
average academic achievement and I am the 
Chapter Advisor for the organization.  Kelsey 
served as the Community Service Chair for two 
years and has since been elected to serve as 
the NSCS President by her peers.  Through my 
work with Kelsey I have observed several 
qualities that exemplify her commitment to 
scholarship, leadership, service, and making the 
most of every opportunity awarded to her..- 
Frances A. Lyons 

   

 
 

 

Kansas City Express Network 
 

Visit us online at www.abwa.org 

 

Join us the third Tuesday of every month at 
the Deer Creek Golf Club for our monthly 
luncheon event.  See the last page of this 
newsletter for more info.  Our next meeting 
is on Tuesday, July 19th at 11:20am. 

The KC Express 
Network Meets 
Monthly  

The ABWA KC Express 
Network is proud to 

award Kelsey Simpson 
the SBMEF Outright 
Grant for education! 
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Juneôs Speaker 

- ABWA Bylaws 

2010-2011, MRP 

The Stephen Bufton Memorial 
Educational Fund exists to provide 
educational grants and scholarships to 
women pursuing their undergraduate 
and graduate degrees as well as 
ongoing professional development in 
order to support their career 
advancement and to help them become 
role models, mentors and leaders for 
the future. 

The National Board of Directors of the 
American Business Women's Association 
serve as the SBMEF trustees, overseeing 
the fund's administration.  Each year the 
trustees strive to maximize funding to 
provide hundreds of American women with 
financial assistance through a variety of 
educational programs. 

Business Skills Tuition Reimbursement 
Outright Grants National  Graduate 
Scholarships Corporate Scholarships 
Chapter/Network Special Scholarships 
Legacy Donor Scholarships 

The key to SBMEF is the energy and 
commitment of ABWA members 
who sponsor applicants, make  
contributions, and raise money to 
champion the important mission of this 
fund. 

Note: Kelsey Simpson is receiving the 
following award: Outright Grant. 

Outright Grant Program 
The Outright Grant Program offers grants 
for tuition, books and fees up to a 
maximum amount of $1,500 to women 
who are seeking funds to be used at the 
junior level or above at an accredited 
college or university in the United States. 
An ABWA chapter/network must sponsor 
the applicant for an outright grant, must 
have contributed to the fund in the prior 
award year, and must purchase an ABWA 
student gift membership for the recipient 
unless she is already a member of ABWA. 

Chapter/networks that donated funds to 
SBMEF during the previous award year 
July sponsor one outright grant during the 
following year. For example, if the chapter/ 
network contributed to SBMEF between 
Aug. 1, 2009, and June 1, 2010, then it 
July apply for one grant between Aug. 1, 
2010, and June 1, 2011.  
 

 
 
Note: The content of this article is from the SBMEF.org 

website extracted on 6-21-2011. 
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Our Chapter’s Vision Statement  

The annual theme for ABWA is “leading with vision.” One of the key 

elements of leadership is the ability to create a vision and lead people 

towards its fulfillment. As we head into our 2010/11 term, we look to you 

to join us in creating a shared vision for ABWA and providing leadership 

to carry out that vision.  

 

Keep Connected!  Find your local Kansas City Express Network online 
at www.abwakcexpress.org and find the ABWA National information as 
well as the Women’s Instructional Network at www.abwa.org.  

 

Join us as we welcome Ann Gaffigan in 
June to our ABWA KC Express Network 
meeting. 
 
A former collegiate and professional 
track & field athlete, Ann Gaffigan now 
runs her own web development 
business out of Overland Park, Kansas, 
and is a co-founder of 
WomenTalkSports.com, a site dedicated 
to enhancing and increasing the visibility 
of women’s sports. 
 

 

 

 

 

 Guests and Members, 
Save time and 

network more by 
prepaying for  

monthly KC Express 
Network Lunches 

online at: 
abwakcexpress.org 

Payment is non-refundable, 
however you may send 

someone in your place if you 
are unable to attend. 

 

 

About The Stephen Bufton Memorial 
Education Fund 

 

Kansas City Express Network 
 

http://www.abwakcexpress.org/
http://www.abwa.org/


 

 

  

Stephanie Cachero-Henry, 
President 
 
Jennifer Matascik,  
KCEN Newsletter Editor  
 
Website: 
abwakcexpress.org 
 
Contact Us: 
info@abwakcexpress.org 

An Express Network
®
  

of the American Business 
Women’s Association 

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct  

1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for 

the American Business Women’s Association.  

2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs and 

convictions to interfere with the representation of 

ABWA’s mission.  

3. Members will always treat their member colleagues, 

guests, vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect, 

fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in 

good faith.  

4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA 

National, Chapter and Express Network Bylaws.  

5. Members will not use their personal power to advance 

their personal interests.  

6. Members will strive for excellence in their professions 

by maintaining and enhancing their own business 

knowledge and skills, and by encouraging the 

professional development of other members. 

KCEN Monthly Luncheon Meeting Information 

Our Kansas City Express Network (KCEN) 
of the ABWA meets regularly on the third 
Tuesday of each month at Deer Creek 
Golf Club located north of 135

th
 Street and 

Metcalf in Overland Park, Kansas. 
 
Meetings begin at 11:20am with open 
networking, followed by a presentation and 
lunch. Please arrive by 11:30am. 
Meetings conclude promptly at 1pm.  
We welcome you to stay longer, if you wish 
to continue networking. 
 
Since forming our Network more than 10 
years ago, we have kept the prices of our 
meals the same for guests and members, 
while maintaining a high quality meal and 
venue.  To keep our meetings open and 
affordable, please RSVP by midnight 
the Thursday before our meeting.  
Members with advance registration through 
Evite pay $15 per meeting, and guests with 
advance registration pay $20 upon arrival.  
You can now prepay online!     

 
Members or guests without an advance 
reservation is welcome to join the 
meeting, but pays $20 at the door. 
Please contact Beth Dawson at 
info@dawsonphotos.com to be added to 
the guest list or to RSVP if you are not able 
to RSVP online. 

We kindly ask that you let us know the names of your guests rather than just reporting 
a number of guests so that they Julybe added to the meeting roster; contact Beth 
Dawson at info@dawsonphotos.com to do so.  Thank you! 
 
The meal is included as part of the price of the monthly meeting networking event and 
presentation.  Gluten Free and vegetarian meals available upon request for those with 
advance reservations. 
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